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Achieving Equity for Children



WHY US?
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PERE conducts research 

and facilitates discussions 

on issues of environmental 

justice, regional inclusion, 

and social movement 

building. We conduct 

rigorous research in our 

focus areas that is relevant

to public policy concerns 

and that reaches directly 

affected communities that 

most need to be engaged in 

the discussion.
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273,766

216,520
23%

-24%
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Mixed/other

Native American

Asian or Pacific Islander
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Black

White

Growth Rates of Major Racial/Ethnic 

Groups, California, 2000 to 2016

Net Change in Latino and API Populations 

by Nativity, California, 2000 to 2016

CALIFORNIA IS CHANGING

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
Note: Data for 2016 represent a 2012 through 2016 average.

2,811,422

6,993,112
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White, 26%

Black, 5%

Latino, 
52%
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Other/Mixed 
Race, 6%

Children (0-5) by Race/Ethnicity,
California, 2013-2017
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White, 30%

Black, 7%

Latino, 32%

API, 20%

Other/Mixed Race, 
11%

Children (0-5) by Race/Ethnicity,
San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont Metro, 2013-2017
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California Bay Area 5 County

Parents with Children (0-5) by Nativity,
San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont Metro Area and California, 

2013-2017

US-born

Foreign-born

LEGACY OF CHANGE



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Lawful Permanent Resident Undocumented

Recency of Arrival by Immigration Status, 
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53 percent of 
undocumented 
residents have 
been in the US 

for more than a 
decade

In the Bay Area, 15% 

of kids under the age 

of 18 have at least 

one undocumented 

parent.

Source: Source: USC Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration analysis of 2017 5-year Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 
and 2014 Survey of Income and Program Participation. 

CALIFORNIA is Changing
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Family Members

Immigration Status and Family Ripple Effects, San Francisco-
Oakland-Fremont Metro, 2013-2017

Approximately 12 
percent of residents of 
the Five County Bay
Area are either 
undocumented or live 
with a family member 
who is undocumented

CALIFORNIA IS CHANGING

Source: Source: USC Center for the Study of Immigrant Integration analysis of 2016 5-year Integrated Public Use Microdata Series 
and 2014 Survey of Income and Program Participation. 
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Income Percentiles, Earned Income for Full-Time Workers 25-64 ($2010)
California and San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont Metro Area, 1980 to 2012-2016

Bay Area California
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Median Household Income for Households 
with Children under Five by Race/Ethnicity, California, 2013-2017

California Bay Area
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Child Poverty Rate, Ages 5 and below, Under 100% FPL
by Race/Ethnicity, San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont Metro & California, 2013-2017

SF Metro California
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Economically Insecure Children, Ages 5 and below, Under 200% FPL
by Race/Ethnicity, San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont Metro & California, 2013-2017

SF Metro California

USC PERE| September 2019 | 19



USC PERE| September 2019 | 20

Leaving People Behind



Median Age by Race/Ethnicity, Bay Area, 2013-2017

Source: Integrated Public Use Microdata Series. 

Note: Data represent a 2012 through 2016 average. In order to obtain more robust estimates of the Pacific Islander 

population the estimate includes all those who identified as Pacific Islander. Asian estimate includes all those who 

identify as Asian or Pacific Islander.

Racial Generation Gap
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The Equity Imperative
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OUR FRAME: JUST GROWTH

Conventional wisdom in economics says there is a trade-off 

between equity and efficiency.

But, new evidence shows that regions that work toward equity 

have stronger and more resilient economic growth.

S
o

u
rc

e
: 

h
tt

p
:/

/s
to

ra
g

e
.c

lo
v

e
rs

it
e

s.
c

o
m

/n
o

rt
h

ri
v

e
rs

id
e

b
a

p
ti
s

tc
h

u
rc

h
/s

it
e

_
im

a
g

e
s/

su
b

_
p

a
g

e
7

0
_
p

ic
tu

re
0

.jp
g

USC PERE| September 2019| 23



EVIDENCE: EQUITY IS KEY FOR GROWTH

Universe: 136 Metro areas, 4 growth measures, 9 broad indicators with 38 different variables
Source: Fund for our Economic Future, North East Ohio
http://www.futurefundneo.org/en/~/media/Files/Research/2007%20Dashboard%20of%20Economic%20Indicators.ashx
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Image Sources: http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/Pix/pictures/2009/2/24/1235500211963/Ben-Bernanke-chairman-of--003.jpg; http://blog.usni.org/wp-
content/uploads/2010/11/Fed-logo_trans.png; http://www.benjamindrickey.com/gallery/gallery_federal_reserve.jpg

Even the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland found that that racial inclusion
and income equality matter for growth.

And the International Monetary Fund 
has found that income inequality is the 
single most significant predictor in 
whether a country can sustain growth.

Equity and Growth
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We found that regions with diverse and 

dynamic knowledge communities seemed to 

have better growth and equity outcomes. 

These are communities that consist of 

diverse constituencies and:

• centralize knowledge and data

• have common regional destinies 

• are action oriented

• pursue multi-issue framing and 

relationship building that builds regional 

resilience

• acknowledge legitimacy of others’ 

viewpoints

HOW TO ACHIEVE JUST GROWTH



Making the Case?
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1. This generation of children is very diverse

2. Young children are vulnerable and exposure to adversity, 

discrimination and exclusion is particularly detrimental for young 

children

3. Issues facing young children are linked to historical inequities in 

race/ethnicity, class and gender. and addressing child inequities will 

move the needle on societal inequities

4. It is an economic imperative that we work to ensure that children 

are able to thrive.



CALIFORNIA’S TOMORROW
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For more reports and data, visit http://dornsife.usc.edu/pere/

THANK YOU!
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