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I am joining you today to thank you for the work you’ve done in the midst of the budget crises of the last few years – to preserve California’s decades-long commitment to early learning.

a. Year after year, the funders and advocates have served as an important line of defense for California’s youngest – and, in some cases, most vulnerable – children.

b. Despite the painful state funding cuts that have been made to these programs, your work has helped keep in place the infrastructure of these programs – and the vital connection between child care, early learning and school readiness.

c. You’ve recognized that children at the start of their lives deserve more than just a safe and clean place to wait while their parents work – they also deserve a chance to learn and grow.
d. That’s why I’m here to urge you to reject and unite against the Administration’s childcare proposals. Because unless you do, all the work you have done until now to preserve California’s commitment to quality child care and early learning, will be lost.  

The Administration’s budget proposal simply does not acknowledge the fundamental role quality child care and early learning plays in a child’s future – and the future of this entire state.
a. The Governor’s childcare proposal takes two fundamental steps toward dismantling California’s high-quality childcare system. 

i. First, the magnitude of cuts the cuts that have been proposed would simply break many of the small businesses that form this critical infrastructure.
ii. These programs have already been cut severely, losing nearly $890 million in funding over the last four years.
iii. The budget proposal would cut them by an additional $500 million.
iv. That would mean as many as 62,000 children would lose services.
v. And the cumulative impact of these cuts since 2008 would be amount to a 42 percent loss of state funding for childcare.

vi. Since 2008, more than 100,000 children have been left un-served. That’s on top of 200,000 children who were on the waiting list that year for lack of funding.
b. But beyond the cuts proposed to the programs, is the equally misguided proposal to divorce child care from child development and early learning.

i. This proposal flies in the face of literally decades of research into the benefits of strong early childhood education programs.
ii. One new study shows that adults who participated in a high quality early childhood education program in the 1970s are still benefitting from their early experiences in a range of ways.
iii. It’s a simple choice – invest in kids early, and reap the rewards of a better-educated, more productive workforce and a healthier state, or pay the price later – with more high-school dropouts, and more young people headed for trouble.

c. What the administration has offered is realignment for realignment’s sake – with nothing to show for it, and plenty to lose.

There are no cost savings. In fact, both the Governor’s proposal and the LAO’s creates a risk of higher administrative costs.

There’s no long-term policy rationale. The Alternative Provider system is already a local system of carrying out this work. 

Why would we cast them aside in favor of County welfare offices?
Why would we be willing to turn our back on decades of commitment? 
Why would we say that California’s kids can have clean, safe care or they can be prepared for success in school – not both?

For decades, our early learning and care system – which benefits thousands of subsidized and middle-class families – have been a model for the nation.

a. They are a model because they are based on the findings of the very best research, which demonstrates that quality early learning programs – where teachers are well-trained, where the curriculum is carefully developed and age appropriate, and where strong partnerships exist between our agency and local providers – make a real difference in the lives of kids, a difference that lasts their whole lives. 
b. Why would we change course now, and devolve our nation-leading programs and miss this critical opportunity to prepare kids for success in school?
c. To do so would be more than short-sighted – it would be just plain wrong. Our kids need you and your networks to not only continue to invest in this system, but to be vocal with elected leaders about the problems with this plan.
We must understand the financial emergency we face – and that no program can be held harmless, but this is an investment we must protect.

· I understand the Administrations desire to improve workforce participation in Calworks, and child care can and should be part of that solution.

· My department is ready to work with all of you protect our early childhood education program and to achieve our shared goals.

· We must not toss aside decades of research, decades of commitment to California’s children and years of work by you and your networks to build, improve, and preserve early learning in California. 
· Thank you for inviting me here today.
